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6 Searching and unsparing control and criticism by their
comrades is the most effective method of training.*1
* Watch your every action *, says Komsomolskaya Pravda,1
' and do not be indulgent either towards your own weak-
nesses or towards those of your comrades.'

The university staff is not immune from censure by
Komsomols. For instance Professor N. Kovalenskaya,
of the University of Moscow, drew up a history programme
entitled ' Russian Art of the Eighteenth Century'. The
programme was bitterly attacked in the Komsomols5
newspaper, because in it the professor suggests that Russian
art is nothing but a variant of western European art. The
paper concludes that' this is a harmful theory which regards
Russian art as provincial in relation to western Europe *.*

Beside the Komsomols, there is another political organisa-
tion of students, namely the students* trade union. The
trade union concerns itself with student welfare and those
features of student-life vaguely known as amenities. Any
grievances which students might have against the staff are
aired through the trade union. The trade union arranges
vacations in a rest home.2 It brings to the notice of the
management suggestions for improving the working
conditions of students.

Widespread and adequate bursaries, strict insistence on
discipline, systematic political indoctrination, trade-union
solidarity: these are common to all institutes of higher
education. But among themselves the institutes vary a
good deal and they must be considered separately in order
to give an adequate idea of their organisation and curricula.
In the following paragraphs this is done for four types of
institute: the university; medical colleges; agricultural
colleges; and one kind of institute of technology.

1 Kom. Pravda, 17.6.44.

s In 1946 the students' trade union was allotted 7-5 Tallinn roubles
to secure holiday trips for students. Izvestiya, 23.5.46.